

			
				
											Interested in learning more about SDMNY? You can register for one of our weekly information sessions here. 


														

							

			

	
	Skip to content

	
	

		
		

			
				[image: SDMNY]
					


		
		
			Menu
				Home
	About Us
	Who we are
		Meet the SDMNY Team
	Our Funders



	Our Core Beliefs
	History of SDMNY
	Our Approach
		The 3-phase facilitation model
	The Supported Decision-Making Agreement (SDMA)
	Facilitators and Mentors






	About SDM
	What is Supported Decision-Making?
	Where does Supported Decision-Making come from?
		How we all make decisions
	Supported Decision-Making and Human Rights



	Supported Decision-Making and education
	Supported Decision-Making and other vulnerable groups
	Supported Decision-Making as an alternative to guardianship
		Court recognition of Supported Decision-Making






	Legislation
	New York’s New SDMA Law and What the New Law does NOT Do
	SDMA legislation in the US and elsewhere
		Supported Decision-Making agreement laws around the world
	Supported Decision-Making agreement laws in the US



	Why New York needed–and now has–a Supported Decision-Making Agreement (SDMA) law
	What SDMNY’s experience can contribute to SDMA legislation
	Principles for Supported Decision-Making Agreement (SDMA) Legislation



	Stories
	Supporters
	Decision-Makers
	Parents and guardians



	Testimonials and Support
	Resources
	Articles
	Links
	Court Decisions
	Reports
	SDMA Laws
	Entities Supporting SDM
	Evaluations
	Videos
	Good News from SDMNY
	For Supporters
	Español



	Easy Read Resources
	News
	Events
	Contact
	E-Newsletter

		

		

		
	

	
	

		
	
		

		



	
	
		Home
	

	
	
		

  
							    
		    	
																			
								[image: Dan Ishii and Hezzy Smith work on Dan's SDMA]
							

												
							
								Supported Decision-Making (SDM)							

							
								is widely recognized as a less-restrictive alternative to guardianship
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								Supported Decision-Making (SDM)							

							
								allows people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to make their own decisions with the support of trusted persons in their lives
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								Supported Decision-Making (SDM)							

							
								promotes self-determination, inclusion, and dignity for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities
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								Supported Decision-Making (SDM)							

							
								provides families with assurance that their loved one will always have a circle of committed supporters to help them make good and healthy decisions
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Recent News








	Constantly Evolving: Celebrating Our 15th Training of FacilitatorsOctober 5, 2023It’s hard to believe, but the Training of Facilitators (TOF) that began this week is actually the 15th we’ve held over 6 years (with now almost 300 facilitators trained), and have they ever changed! We started in 2017 at CUNY Law School where then-Director Kris Glen had been Dean, and then moved to Hunter’s Silberman… Continue reading Constantly Evolving: Celebrating Our 15th Training of Facilitators

	The SDMNY/Agency Partnership Pilot is Now Officially Underway!July 26, 2023Part of our OPWDD grant to design and pilot a statewide facilitation service delivery system involves testing how provider agencies (and other sources of potential facilitators and Decision-Makers) might interface with a centralized entity (for now, SDMNY) which does training, mentoring and provides uniform facilitation materials. Over the past months we have reached out to… Continue reading The SDMNY/Agency Partnership Pilot is Now Officially Underway!

	Bringing SDM Facilitation to the Private BarJuly 26, 2023As part of the OPWDD implementation grant (Good News [12/17/2021]), we are charged with developing a variety of sources for potential Decision-Makers and facilitators through “mini-pilots”. While we have assumed that the largest mini-pilot will be made up of service providers (and have already enlisted a number of them as partner agency providers) (Good News… Continue reading Bringing SDM Facilitation to the Private Bar

	We Welcome Naomi Brickel, SDMNY’s New Project Director!March 17, 2023On [12/30/2022, GN] we noted the coming transition of leadership at SDMNY and introduced you briefly to our new Director, Naomi Brickel. Now that she’s actually begun, we thought you might want to hear from her directly, and understand why we are so thrilled that she’s taken the job! Here’s Naomi, in her own words…… Continue reading We Welcome Naomi Brickel, SDMNY’s New Project Director!

	Independent Report Shows That Providing Supported Decision-Making Facilitation to All will Bring Substantial SavingsFebruary 21, 2023We are coming toward the end of the first year of our 3-year OPWDD grant and are excited at how well it is going. We are designing and will soon begin testing a model by which the State could provide facilitation services to everyone who wants them. But, of course, the model we create, however… Continue reading Independent Report Shows That Providing Supported Decision-Making Facilitation to All will Bring Substantial Savings
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